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Do you ever wonder?
Do you ever wonder: “does God really care about me?” “Is the Bible actually the inspired, inerrant word of the living God?” “Is our Lutheran Christian religion really the right and true faith?” And, maybe the most critical of questions, “Is there really life beyond the grave?” “Are we on the right track, believing that Jesus is our Redeemer, that through His death and resurrection we will not perish but have everlasting life?”
Sowing seeds of doubt about our eternal salvation is one of the most devious deceptions worked by the Destroyer of souls. To rob us of our faith and deprive us of eternal life is the Devil’s goal and purpose. It is the methodology employed in Eden when Satan asked Eve, “Has God really said…?”
 
Doubt is the medicine Satan uses. Like a pesky mosquito bite, doubt infects our lives, and makes us susceptible to the loss of faith and salvation. All of us are susceptible to this disease, none of us are immune. We do well to take seriously the words of Paul: Let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.
 

But, realistically, what can we do when doubts assail us? Our Epistle today can help us at such times. Here the apostle Paul urges us to keep in mind the facts about the Gospel. 
We need the right medicine. We need to know that what we believe, teach, and confess is correct, and, that it will work as we move along our spiritual journey. So, what is the medicine that will work? Listen to our lesson: “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,” The message of the crucified and risen Christ, that was the message of St. Paul.
I – What is the Gospel?
In the opening words of this letter, he wrote: “we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks. Christ the power of God and [Christ] the wisdom of God.”

But there is more. This good news isn’t just about Jesus’ death. The next words say: “He was buried, [and]He was raised on the third day  in accordance with the Scriptures.” 

None of this was Paul’s own idea. He was not the author of the message – he was merely the announcer. The Gospel did not originate with Paul. Listen to what he said to the Galatian churches: “I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man’s gospel. For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.”
 

For Paul, that revelation began on the road to Damascus, when Jesus appeared and revealed Himself, and turned Paul’s life upside down. From that moment on, the Gospel he preached was from God. He refers to the Gospel as “the hidden wisdom of God,”
 and, “the mystery of God.”
 Peter would add, “We have not followed cleverly devised fables.”
 

The Christian Gospel is purely good news! It is not something any person could invent. If it were a message based in human wisdom, written by sinful men, it would lead one to human pride and ability, and that would result in failure and death. The Gospel is obnoxiously anti-human pride, that throughout history it has been treated as a stumbling block and foolishness to those who are wise by the worlds standards.
 Not of men, nor by men but through men, the Gospel reveals the mind and heart of God. Our Lutheran Christian faith is not of men, nor by men, it is through the voices of men that God speaks this Word to us.

II – How can we know it is truth?
But, we might ask, is there any additional proof, something beyond the life of Jesus? Our text gives us just such evidence. 3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 
Historical evidence abounds! More than 500 people saw Jesus alive after His resurrection from the dead. Each and every one of the eleven disciples repeatedly saw Jesus alive after His resurrection. 

Add to this the pre-existing prophetic words, all precisely fulfilled in Jesus, the evidence becomes overwhelming. His birth – Micah had foretold.
 The song of the angels, Isaiah and Micah foretold.
 The shout “Crucify, Crucify,” predicted by Isaiah.
 The means by which He would die, His burial in the newly hewn tomb, His resurrection from the dead, the women at the tomb, all are fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies. The literal fulfillment of these predictions attests to the divine nature of the Gospel record.
Peter expressed it in these words: For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 19And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 20knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. 21For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
 

Authenticated by God, the truthfulness of God’s Word is affirmed and attested to by men chosen by God. So ask yourself: “If the Christian religion is not the true religion, how can we explain the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies in the life of our Lord?” “If our Christian faith is not the right and true faith, how can we explain the fearless testimony given by Paul and the other apostles?” “Why have thousands risked their lives, faced horrible deaths, rather than give up the truth for which they stood?”
III – What does this Gospel Do?
There is one more truth our text would emphasize. When we are tempted we do well to remember what the Gospel message does for all believers. The opening of our text remind us, it is this one true Christian faith “by which you are being saved.” Five short words in verse three, “Christ died for our sins.” This is “the power of God unto salvation for everyone that believes.”

As we believe, we receive … forgiveness of sins … peace with God … the blessings of His grace bestowed on us … we are made children of God … heirs of life eternal. 
When doubts set in, we ask ourselves, “Am I going to give up that which saves my soul, which meets my deepest needs?” “Where else can I find such comfort?” “Who, other than Jesus, will quell the accusations which my conscience makes against me?” “Who else can I place my trust in, when it comes to my final hours on earth?” Or, put another way, “If I abandon my Christian faith, will this give me comfort and consolation?” “Will it make my problems easier to solve, if I don’t know Him who holds the whole world in His hands?”

He gives peace to calm my troubled heart. He provides the rod and staff when I must face the valley of the shadow of death. With the Psalmist we can do no better than to pray: I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? 2My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 3He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 7The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 8The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore.
 

God grant us such a faith, and may He strengthen us all for these challenging and difficult days, may He guard and keep us in His hands even to life everlasting. Amen.
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