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S1 – The Glory of the Gospel
What do you do when false teachers are trying to subvert and undermine the good news of Jesus and His love for us? That is the problem St. Paul was facing. Teachers in Corinth were convincing the people that Paul was not to be trusted. Any form of slander, any means of discrediting him, they were willing to do. 

Paul understood that these attacks really were not targeted at him, though they had to hurt him deeply. Paul recognized that the attack was really directed against his office and work, as an apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Our text finds Paul on the defensive. He defends himself by unfolding to the Corinthians and to all Christians the glory of his office as a preacher of the Gospel. Paul tells us that the glory of the office of the pastoral ministry is three-fold.

S2 – I.  It’s Origin is with God
First, ministry of the Gospel has a most glorious origin. 

Pastoral ministry is not something men seek after. In fact, I’m sure there are many men who wonder why anyone would become a pastor. It is God who calls certain men to this office. Paul writes in verses 5 and 6 of our text: 5Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, 6[He] has made us competent to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. In 1 Corinthians 1, Paul said: In the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.
 To the Galatian Christian’s Paul wrote: I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man’s gospel. 12For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.

It is God who calls men to this ministry, and it is His Word that we are bound to proclaim. 1 Corinthians 2:12-13 says: Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God.13And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. Again Paul writes: [God has] entrust[ed] to us the message of reconciliation.

The Jewish leaders who were opposing Paul claimed that it was the Law which mattered most. Paul argued, the Law and the Gospel are of equal importance. They serve two very different purposes, the Law to make us aware of our sin; and the Gospel to bring us face to face with our Savior. He majority of the Jews rejected this teaching.
Paul says in our text: 7Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the Israelites could not gaze at Moses’ face because of its glory, which was being brought to an end, 8will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory? 

How we should be thankful that we know the whole Bible, Old and New Testament, is the inspired, inerrant word of the living Lord. The Word we preach and teach is not an invention of men –  its origin is with God. As Jesus prepared to leave this world, He reiterated this truth: As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”

S3 – II.  It’s Message is Joyous
This great Christian ministry of the Gospel has it’s origin in God’s action; and, because of this, it is message is the most joyous ever proclaimed.

The joy we have is ours because we are not bound by the Law of the Old Testament. St. John put it this way: For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
 

God transforms us through the Gospel. One of the greatest dangers I face, as a preacher of God’s Word, is the danger of teaching Law without Gospel. The Law is designed to terrorize our hearts. It continually reminds us of our sins. It tells us that our sins separate us from God. One sin = guilty! So says the Law. The precious Gospel, however, fills us with joy. 

One night an aged Pharisee named Nicodemus came to visit Jesus. Nicodemus was a man of the Law, a man of rules and regulations. In fact, he begins the conversation by calling Jesus, “Rabbi,” which meant “teacher of the Law.” He was not understanding who Jesus was, or what His purpose in coming to earth was. In the course of their dialog, Jesus pointed Nicodemus back to the giving of the Law at Mt. Sinai. Remember what Jesus said? And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.
 
Paul, to young pastor Timothy, wrote: The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.
 And to the Galatians: But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

If today a perfect, cost-effective cure for cancer was found, imagine the joy that would exist. Why would we be so joyous, when the vast majority of the people on earth do not have cancer? It would be great for those who do, but for the rest of us it wouldn’t do us any good. 

The message of the Gospel, is the one and only effective, needed cure, for every person on the face of the earth. It is the message that brings help that is permanent. No wonder John wrote to his followers: See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
 This is the very same message which led Jesus to pray the wonderful words of Matthew 11: “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.

This Good News is the message Paul proclaims in every one of His writings. He always ends with a doxology – a word of praise and thanks to God – for having given him this message to proclaim: Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!
 And again: Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

S4 – III.  It’s Effect is Eternal
This great Christian ministry of the Gospel (1) has it’s origin in God’s action; (2) it’s message is the most joyous ever proclaimed; and, (3) Paul tells us, it is such good news because it is effective for every age. It is not a message that condemns, The Gospel is a message that frees. Our text says: For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

The message which true pastors bring is a message that brings the forgiving God to man. For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory. Ours is the message of grace, forgiveness, mercy, and pardon in Jesus Christ. This is the truly transformational Word. God has changed us into His children, His family, heirs, having the hope of life eternal.

S5 – verse 11
11For if what was being brought to an end that is, the message of the Law, came with glory, the brilliance of Moses’ face, much more will what is permanent the Good News of Jesus and His love for us have glory. 
For this let us rejoice, let us give thanks, AND, on this Sunday when we begin a new school year, may we do our utmost to preserve and share this  message with our children. Amen.
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